





The Church by the experience of centuries 
knows the secrets of the human heart. That is 
why she sanctions the burning of vigil lights. 
They help give outward expression to the soul’s 
prayer and desire to show honor to some mys- 
tery or saint. For an offering of 10¢, you may 
have a vigil light burned before the many pre- 
cious relics enshrined in our Relic Chapel, or in honor of some partic- 
ular saint. 
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“The More You Honor Me, 
the More I Will Bless You!’’ 


Devotion to the Infant Jesus was a favorite devotion of the Little 
Flower. All who honor the Holy Child under His title “Infant Jesus 
of Prague” have been richly rewarded. Our beautiful snowy-white, 
gold-trimmed Eversharp pencil bearing an imprint of the Infant King 
and the above inscription will constantly remind its user to invoke His 
blessing. Price, $1.00. 

If you are looking for a pleasing gift, why not give our /nfant of 
Prague Gift Package? Included are the above mentioned Eversharp 
pencil, a torpedo pencil, a devotional booklet, medal, pictures and 
leaflets, all packaged in an attractive gift box. Price, $1.50 postpaid. 
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Booklets for Special October Feasts 


Our Heavenly Companions — A wealth of information on our 
powerful protectors, the Guardian Angels, is found in this booklet. In- 
cludes proper of the Mass for the feast (October 2) and many other 
prayers. 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus — A sketch of the life of this 
saint whose “little way” has led so many souls to sanctity. Her feast 
is kept on October 3. Includes proper of the Mass, and a few other 
prayers. 

True Veneration of the Sacred Heart — Explains the reason 
for veneration of the Sacred Heart, meaning of the symbols surround- 
ing the image, promises made to St. Margaret Mary (Feast, October 17), 
First Friday devotion. Prayers include novena, act of oblation. 

St. Jude, Helper in Desperate Cases and St. Rita, Advocate 
of the Impossible — This ever-popular booklet will provide suitable 
prayers for a novena in preparation for the feast of the great Apostle 
Jude, October 28. 

Each booklet, 15¢. Reduction on quantities of 50, postage extra. 
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Calendar for October 
oitt- 
( )CTOBER, the month of the Holy Rosary, urges us to honor Mary 


with special fervor as our Rosary Queen by the daily recitation 
of that prayer so dear to her and so profitable to ourselves. The first 
Sunday is usually kept with special solemnity, although officially the 
feast of the Holy Rosary is on the 7th. This feast commemorates 
an important victory gained over the infidels through the Rosary. Mary 
is honored also by another feast — that of her Maternity, on the 11th. 


Most noteworthy of the feasts of the month is that of Christ the 
King, observed on the last Sunday. Because this year it falls on the 
last day of the month, the Vigil of All Saints is anticipated on the day 
before. (This is not a day of fast or abstinence.) 


On the 2d, we honor our holy Guardian Angels. St. Raphael, the 
Archangel, has his own feast on the 24th. His name means “Medicine 
of God.” He is invoked in sickness and by travelers. 

Clients of St. Therese of the Child Jesus —the Little Flower — 
will rejoice to show her special honor on the 3d. Rivaling her in 
popularity, the seraphic St. Francis of Assisi will claim the world’s 
veneration on the 4th. Founder of the Order of Friars Minor (known 
as the Franciscans) and the Sisters of St. Francis, he also has an im- 
mense following of lay persons in the Third Order. On the 5th, S¢. 
Placid and Companions, Martyrs. This saint was one of the first dis- 
ciples of St. Benedict and is regarded as the first martyr of his Order. 
St. Bruno, founder of the Carthusians (one of the strictest Orders in 
the Church), on the 6th. On the 8th, St. Bridget of Sweden, foundress 
of the Order of Our Savior (the Bridgettines), who was favored with 
visions and revelations. St. Francis Borgia, famous among Jesuit saints 
and Superior General of the Order (10th). St. Edward the Confessor, 
King of England (13th). St. Callistus, Pope and Martyr (14th). St. 


Teresa of Avila (or St. Teresa of Jesus), foundress of the Carmelites - 


of primitive observance (15th). With St. Gertrude she shares the 
privilege of having the title “Great” affixed to her name. October 17, 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, a Nun of the Visitation Order, favored 
with visions and revelations of the Sacred Heart, which gave rise to 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart and the Nine First Fridays. St. Luke, 
the Evangelist (18th), companion of St. Paul; writer of the third 
Gospel and of the Acts of the Apostles, which gives the history of the 
first years of the Church and the preaching of St. Paul. Having been 
a physician, he is venerated as a patron of the medical profession. 
St. Peter of Alcantara, great Spanish mystic, who lent powerful support 
to St. Teresa in her reforms (19th). Ss. Simon and Jude, Apostles and 
Martyrs — two of Christ’s original Twelve (28th). The latter is ven- 
erated as the patron of hopeless cases. 
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Sanctify Your Family through 
the Rosary 


He 


OPE after Pope has given unequivocal testimony in praise of the 
holy Rosary. Urban VIII called it the “propagator of Chris- 
tianity,” for, truly, the preaching of the Rosary spreads the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ by the pleasing and permanent form 

under which it imparts the knowledge of the mysteries of Jesus and 
Mary. St. Pius V described the Rosary as “the power which banishes 
the darkness of heresy,” a title well attested by the historical events of 
the thirteenth, the sixteenth, and the seventeenth centuries, when festi- 
vals were instituted and monuments raised as memorials of the tri- 
umphs of the Rosary. Clement VIII called the Rosary “the protection 
and security of the faithful,’ and recounted the victories which had 
been obtained and the miracles which had been wrought through this 
devotion. 

Successive ages have united their voices to the imposing testi- 
monies of the Sovereign Pontiffs to affirm how the Rosary has been 
instrumental in delivering devout Rosarians from perils the most dread- 
ful, in warding off dangers to body and soul, in healing the sick, and 
even in raising the dead to life, as the Virgin Mother of Jesus revealed 
to Blessed Alanus. “Immense volumes might be written,” were her 
words, “if all the miracles of my holy Rosary were recorded.” 


Pope Gregory XIII styled the Rosary “the appeaser of Divine 
anger, the rainbow of peace reconciling outraged heaven with guilty 
earth,” and spoke of the hands armed with this holy sign as “shielded 
by heavenly armor.” Gregory XIV entitled the Rosary “the destroyer 
of sin.” In reality, how many a soul abandoned to sin has been saved 
from the abyss of vice by means of this devotion! And when sincere 
lovers of souls seek the conversion of the wayward, what remedy do 
they apply so constantly and with so successful results as the Rosary? 
Pope Paul V referred to the Rosary as “the treasury of all graces, in 
which sinners find life, and the just find it more abundantly.” 


The contemplation of the sacred mysteries of our Savior’s life in 
the recitation of the Rosary inflames the heart with the love of God 
and raises it easily to the sublimest virtue. Devotion to the Rosary 
is a pledge of perseverance in well-doing, an earnest of a happy death 
and a blessed eternity. The Rosary brings souls to Jesus by the way He 
came to men — through Mary! 
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Pope Leo XIII earned for himself the title of “Pope of the Rosary,” 
because more than any other of his predecessors he was instant in coun- 
selling the faithful to have recourse to this most popular form of devo- 
tion to the Mother of God, inviting them during the month of October 
to assemble around the altars of this most august Queen and most be- 
nign Mother, to weave and offer to her, like devoted children, the 
mystic garland of the holy Rosary, so pleasing to her loving Heart. 


For seven centuries the beads have been a part of Catholic faith 
and devotion, and no one who has lived in the light of grace of the 
past few years can doubt that our present Holy Father likewise holds 
the Rosary in high regard as a special and exceptional weapon in our 
spiritual warfare. In an Encyclical issued in October, 1951, he de- 
clared that the raging evils of our times demand a Rosary Crusade. 
He said of the efficacy of this prayer: “The great power of the Rosary 
to obtain the motherly aid of Our Lady is well known to us... We be- 
lieve the holy Rosary is the most efficacious means (of obtaining Di- 
vine aid), as has been clearly demonstrated by its very origin, more 
Divine than human, by its practice, and by its intimate nature.” Like 
his predecessors, Pius XII builds on the Rosary and fervent devotion to 
the Mother of God the hope for the triumph of the Church. His voice, 
like that of the Apostles, “goes forth to the ends of the world,” to ap- 
peal to his children that the holy custom of saying the Rosary be care- 
fully observed; and he strongly urges that the Family Rosary be re- 
stored to the place it once held in Catholic life. 


During the Marian Year, special days have been set aside for par- 
ticular intentions. In these observances, the month of October has been 
designated as a time dedicated to the sanctification of the family through 
the recitation of the Rosary. Few Catholics can be unaware of the cru- 
sade for the Family Rosary which has been carried on for a number 
of years by the zealous Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., through per- 
sonal appeals, circulars, addresses, radio programs, magazine articles, 
and every means at hand. Thousands and thousands have responded 
to the appeal, and, it is hoped, are fervently praying the Rosary daily, 
individually and within the family circle. But there are thousands and 
thousands more who are still indifferent, who still fail to realize the 
importance of family prayer as “the anchor of family life,” the ce- 
ment which unites the several members. 

“Without the spirit of faith — without love of God and neighbor, 
— without the sense of union with the Divine which comes through 
prayer — without all these things, every life is empty, aimless, mean- 
ingless,” a devout promoter of the Family Rosary declares. Until fam- 
ilies come to realize the truth of this statement and put into practice 
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daily family prayer, there can be no real and lasting betterment in 
society, no true world peace. Leaders in every field have come to 
recognize the need of prayer in combating the evils of our day. A 
columnist in a New York paper called family prayer the “crying need 
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The Holy Rosary, revealed by the Blessed Virgin herself to 
St. Dominic, was so repeatedly recommended to the faithful 
by Pope Leo XIII that he is called, ‘‘Pope of the Rosary.’’ 


? 


of the hour,” when he wrote: “Family prayer, developed in full spirit- 
ual beauty through the Rosary, can do more to restore the brotherhood 
of man, tolerance, a proper concept of duty, and a determination for 
world peace than all the United Nations’ bodies, diplomatic sessions 
and Big Four meetings on earth... Society was never in greater need 
of the sense of responsibility and obligation that comes through family 
prayer. Man needs to have his spiritual side aroused and kept aflame. 
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The return to family prayer in the spirit of our forefathers is a crying 
need of the hour.” 


At Fatima, in 1917, Mary, the Mother of God, begged all of us to 
turn to God before it is too late. She emphatically said that if people 
did not turn to God soon, many misfortunes would sweep the earth 
and Communism would spread throughout the world. One of her 
wishes was that all families recite the Rosary every day. She has prom- 
ised great graces and blessings to families who make the Family Ro- 
sary a part of their everyday life. 





But WHY does Mary ask for the Rosary? Because it is a perfect 
form of prayer. It is a profession of Faith. It is a tribute to the 
Blessed Trinity, a prayer of hope and confidence. Man of his own 
strength can do nothing; but his hope in God will not be confounded, 
for God is a loving FATHER, who is infinitely WISE, infinitely 
POWERFUL, and infinitely GOOD, and can do all things, even such 
as seem impossible to man’s comprehension. The Rosary touches the 
heart, it enkindles CHARITY and devotion within the soul; it is an 
expression of HUMILITY. The Rosary is a source of grace and en- 
lightenment. It gives comfort in trials, strength in temptation, and is 
a powerful aid in every need. The Rosary moulds men of character 
—and what is more needed in these days of unbelief and dishonesty, 
of pagan philosophies and principles? The Rosary is the destruction of 
sin, for by it innumerable graces are bestowed on men, and God’s 
wrath is appeased. 


Never did people need prayer more than at the present time, and 
yet in this hour of need so many have lost the knowledge of how to 
pray. This is the unconscious hunger and thirst of millions, which 
they are incapable of putting into words because they do not know 
what it means to pray. That is why the Family Rosary is so urgently 
stressed, that mankind may once more find GOD! 





“We earnestly exhort the faithful to endeavor to practice the de- 
votion of the holy Rosary, and never to lose this habit, either in public 
or private, each in his own family,” wrote Leo XIII. Since, then, the 
Rosary is so powerful and so needed in family life, may every Catholic 
family make it a practice never to let a day pass without saying the 
Rosary together, and if one or other is forced to be absent, let him re- 
solve not to fail to say it privately. The Rosary will then prove the 
guarantee of God’s constant graces and protection and serve as an im- 
pregnable fortress against the waves of evil and sin. It will be the 
assurance of reaching the haven of eternal peace. 
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The Queenship of 
Mary Most Holy 


= 


HEN, on November Ist, our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 

proclaims the Feast of the Queenship of Mary Most Holy, 

to be observed annually, probably in May, the heart of 

every true child of the Church will thrill with joy. For 
every new honor paid to the Blessed Mother of God, every new jewel 
added to her already brilliant crown, cannot but bring gladness and 
rejoicing to all her children who are eager that her dignity and great- 
ness be accorded the fullest possible recognition. Great and glorious 
as are her titles, we realize well that they cannot express to the full all 
that we conceive concerning Mary, and the part she has had, and ever 
will have, in the all-important affair of our salvation. 

The proclamation of a feast of Mary’s Queenship does not imply 
that the Pope is defining a dogma to this effect, as he did four years 
ago with regard to her Assumption. Nevertheless, her Queenship over 
all men and angels is most definitely a part of the ordinary magisterium 
of the Church, which falls under the care of the Holy Spirit and dare 
not be denied by anyone who claims the name of Catholic. The title 
of Queen has been applied to Mary for many centuries, and has been 
embedded in the liturgy and devotions of the Church for ages. As a 
modern theologian expresses it, “The Church unhesitatingly places the 
Queen by the side of the King of glory, since she knows that Mary, in 
virtue of her Assumption, is in the same place and in the same state 
that Jesus enjoys in virtue of His Ascension.” (Father Garrigou- 
Lagrange, O. P.) 

Mary’s Queenship is upheld by sound theological arguments. The 
first truth on which her right to this title is based is the fact that she 
is the Mother of Christ, the King. “If the Son is a King,” says St. 
Athanasius, “the Mother who begot Him is rightly and truly considered 
a Queen and Sovereign.” St. Bernadine of Siena says: “No sooner 
had Mary consented to be the Mother of the Eternal Word than she 
merited by this consent to be made Queen of the world and of all crea- 
tures.” And he concludes that “as many creatures as there are who 
serve God, so many there are who serve Mary; for as angels and men, 
and all things that are in heaven and on earth are subject to the em- 
pire of God, so are they also under the dominion of Mary.” 

“As the glorious Virgin Mary has been raised to the dignity of 
Mother of the King of kings,” says St. Alphonsus Liguori, “it is not 
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without reason that the Church honors her, and wishes her to be hon- 
ored by all, with the glorious title of Queen.” “If Jesus is the King of 
the Universe,” remarks the saintly Abbot Arnold of Chartres, “Mary 
is also its Queen, and as Queen she possesses, by right, the whole king- 
dom of her Son.” 

The second truth on which Mary’s title to Queenship rests is the 
fact that she is the Co-redemptress of the human race. Canon Herve, 
an outstanding dogmatic theologian of modern times, recalling that 
Mary was actively associated with Christ the King in the work of Re- 
demption, says that in heaven she remains eternally associated with 
Him as the triumphant King, and will forever remain a partner with 
Him in His regal office. Consequently, just as we recognize in Christ 
as King an excellence and dignity surpassing that of all men and angels, 
so also do we in Mary as Queen, and there is in her an exercise of true 
dominion and authority that primarily embraces the obtaining and dis- 
pensation of every grace. 

Father Garrigou-Lagrange writes thus of Mary’s Queenship: “Can 
it be said of Mary, since her Assumption especially, and her crowning 
in heaven, that she shares in God’s universal Kingship in the sense 
that she is Queen of all creatures in subordination to Christ? She 
could certainly be called a queen in the wide sense of the term by rea- 
son of her spiritual qualities and her fulness of grace, of glory and of 
charity, which raise her above all other creatures. It is quite cus- 
tomary to use the words king and queen to designate persons of such 
eminence. Her motherhood of Christ the King would also entitle her 
to be called a queen — still in a wide sense of the term at least. 


“But would it not appear that she is a queen in the literal sense 
of the term by the fact of having received the royal authority and 
power? Has she not, in dependence on Jesus and through Him, not 
only a primacy of honor in regard to the angels and saints, but a real 
power to command both angels and men? This is, in fact, what 
emerges from an examination of Tradition as expressed in the preach- 
ing of the universal Church, the Fathers, the statements of different 
Popes, and the Liturgy. There are theological arguments besides in 
favor of the affirmative answer.” He then lists the names of some 
twenty Doctors of the Church and theologians (whom he calls “a few 
among many”) who refer to Mary as Queen, Queen of our salvation, 
etc. in their writings. He continues: “The Roman and Oriental lit- 
urgies proclaim Mary Queen of the heavens, Queen of angels, Queen 
of the world, Queen of all the saints. Among the mysteries of the 
Rosary commonly recited in the Church since the 13th century, the 
last of all is that of the crowning of Our Lady in heaven. 
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“The arguments adduced by theologians to prove that Mary has 
universal queenship in the proper, non-metaphorical sense of the term, 
are conclusive. They may all be reduced to the following three: 

“Jesus Christ is King of the universe, even as man, in virtue of 
His Divine Personality. But Mary as Mother of God made man be- 
longs to the hypostatic order and shares in the dignity of her Son, for 
His Person is the term of her Divine Motherhood. Hence she shares 
connaturally, as Mother of God, in His universal Kingship. Our 
Blessed Lord owes it to Himself to recognize His Mother’s title in 
gratitude. 

““A second argument is that Jesus is King of the universe by His 
fulness of grace and by the victory which He won over Satan and sin by 
His humility and His obedience unto death, ‘For which cause God hath 
exalted Him...’ But Mary was associated with His victory over Satan, 
sin, and death, by her union with Him in His humiliations and suffer- 
ings. She is therefore really associated with Him in His Kingship. 

“The same conclusion may be arrived at by considering the close 
relationship in which Mary stands to God the Father, of whom she is 
the first adoptive daughter and the highest in grace, and God the Holy 
Ghost, through whose operation the Word took flesh in her womb...” 

“Mary is the mother of Him who from the instant of His concep- 
tion is King of the universe by His hypostatic union and His fulness of 
grace. Besides, Mary was associated closely with the victory by which 
He obtained universal kingship as a right of conquest, even though He 
possessed it already as Son of God. Mary is therefore associated with 
His Kingship in a true, even if in a subordinate manner. 

“Many consequences follow from this truth. As universal King, 
Jesus has power to establish and promulgate the New Law, to propose 
revealed doctrine, to judge the living and the dead, to give souls sanc- 
tifying grace and all the virtues. Mary shares in this universal king- 
ship especially by dispensing in an interior and hidden manner the 
graces which she merited in dependence on Jesus. She participates 
in it exteriorly also by the fact that she gave on earth the example of 
all the virtues; that she helped to enlighten the Apostles; and that she 
continues to enlighten us when, for example, she manifests herself ex- 
teriorly in sanctuaries such as those of Lourdes, La Salette, and 
Fatima. .. 

“Mary has a radical right to universal queenship by the fact of 
her Divine Motherhood; but the Divine plan was that she should merit 
it also by her union with her suffering Son, and that she should not 
exercise it fully before being crowned Queen of all creation in heaven. 
Her royalty is spiritual and supernatural rather than temporal and 
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natural, though it extends in a secondary way to temporal affairs con- 
sidered in their relation to salvation and sanctification. 


“We have seen how Mary exercises her queenship on earth. She 
exercises it in heaven also. The essential glory of the blessed depends 
on Jesus’ merits and hers. She contributes to their accidental glory — 
as well as to that of the angels — by the joy they have in her presence 
and in the realization of what she does for souls. To both the angels 
and the saints she manifests Christ’s plan for the extension of His 
Kingdom. 

“Mary’s queenship extends to purgatory, for she prompts the faith- 
ful on earth to pray for the souls detained there and to have Masses 
offered for them. She herself offers their prayers to God, thereby in- 
creasing their value. She applies the fruits of the merits of Jesus and 
of herself to the holy souls in Jesus’ name. 

“Her queenship extends to the demons too, who are obliged to 
recognize her power; for she can make their temptation cease, can save 
souls from their snares, and can repulse their attacks. ‘The demons 
suffer more,’ says St. Grignon de Montfort, ‘from being conquered by 
the humility of Mary than by the Omnipotence of God...” Thus Mary’s 
queenship is truly universal. There is no region to which it does not 
extend in some way.” (“The Mother of the Savior and Our Interior 
Life,” Chapt. 5.) 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, whose ardent devotion to Mary is well 
known, points out that Mary is the Queen of Mercy, and not of Justice. 
“Mary, then, is a Queen,” he writes (in “The Glories of Mary”), “but 
for our common consolation be it known that she is a Queen so sweet, 
so clement, and so ready to help us in our miseries that Holy Church 
wills that we should salute her in this prayer (the Salve Regina) under 
the title of Queen of Mercy... Kings should occupy themselves prin- 
cipally in works of mercy, but not so as to forget the just punishments 
that are to be inflicted on the guilty. It is, however, not thus with 
Mary, who, although a Queen, is not a Queen of justice, intent on the 
punishment of the wicked, but a Queen of mercy, intent only on com- 
miserating and pardoning sinners. 

“And who is ignorant of the power of the prayers of Mary with 
God? Each of her prayers is, as it were, an established law for Our 
Lord, that He should show mercy to all for whom $he intercedes.” He 
then quotes St. Bernard as saying that the Church calls Mary the Queen 
of Mercy because we believe that she opens the abyss of the mercy of 
God to whomsoever she wills, when she wills, and as she wills; so that 
there is no sinner, however great, who is lost if Mary protects him. 





“How great, then,” he concludes, “should be our confidence in this 
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Queen, knowing her great power with God, and that she is so rich and 
full of mercy that there is no one living on earth who does not partake 
of her compassion and favor. This was revealed by our Blessed Lady 
herself to St. Bridget, saying, ‘I am the Queen of heaven and the Mother 
of Mercy; I am the joy of the just, and the door through which sinners 
are brought to God. There is no sinner on earth so accursed as to 
be deprived of my mercy; for all, if they receive nothing else through 
my intercession, receive the grace of being less tempted by the devils 
than they would otherwise have been.’ 


“Let us, then, have recourse, and always have recourse, to this 
most sweet Queen, if we would be certain of salvation; and if we are 
alarmed and disheartened at the sight of our sins, let us remember 
that it is in order to save the greatest and most abandoned sinners who 
recommend themselves to her that Mary is made the Queen of Mercy.” 


In conclusion, let us quote the words of our present Holy Father, 
whose outstanding devotion to Mary and his many enactments in her 
honor have merited for him the title of the Pope of Mary. “As every 
one well knows,” wrote His Holiness, “that Jesus Christ is the King of 
of kings and Lord of lords, in whose hands lies the future of individ- 
uals and nations, so His Mother, whom all the faithful honor as Queen 
of the world, is our most powerful advocate with God... And inas- 
much as, throughout the centuries, our ancestors in the faith always 
fled prayerfully and confidently to her when threatened by public or 
private dangers, why should not we, who in this day are menaced by 
such dire evils and harrowing crises, entrust ourselves and all our in- 
terests to her most efficacious intercession!” 


Ninth Star in Mary’s Crown 


Imitation of Mary’s mercy and compassion for sinners and for all 
who are afflicted. This month we invoke her especially as the Queen 
of the Most Holy Rosary. Let us be faithful in saying the Rosary 
every day for her intentions, and to implore mercy for sinners and for 
the suffering souls in purgatory. 





One of the purposes of the Marian Year is to increase love and 
devotion to Mary. As an excellent booklet for this purpose we recom- 
mend DEVOTION TO MARY, at 15¢. Besides explaining how devotion 
to Mary is a sign of predestination and recommending various prac- 
tices, about half of the booklet is devoted to the Immaculate Concep- 
tion and so especially appropriate. Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Christ’s Empire 
over the Hearts of Men 


He 


GAIN the great feast of Christ the King returns to gladden and 
inspire the hearts of young and old who rejoice in the regal 
acclaim given to our true King. Year after year, the Church 
repeats to a disordered world that the Kingdom of Christ is a 

“Kingdom of Truth and Life: a Kingdom of Sanctification and Grace: 
a Kingdom of Justice, Love and Peace.” She renders thanks to God, 
and loudly proclaims His glory and wisdom in anointing with the oil 
of gladness His only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, “the Eternal 
Priest and Universal King, that He might accomplish the mystery of 
man’s redemption by immolating Himself, an unspotted sacrifice and 
peace-offering, on the altar of the Cross: and, having subjected all 
creatures to His dominion, might deliver up to the Infinite Majesty an 
eternal and universal Kingdom.” (Preface, Mass of the Kingship.) 


The reign of Christ over the hearts of men will never fail as do 
the kingdoms of the world, for the Kingdom of the King of kings is 
not built on power and popularity. It is a spiritual Kingdom — it is 
the Kingdom of Heaven. The means by which Christ reigns is love, 
and love is not of this world. St. John tells us that “Charity is of 
God!” 

When speaking to St. Margaret Mary, Jesus said that He wished 
to reign as King through His Heart. His Sacred Heart is an inex- 
haustible fountain of love. This love is the reason for His reign over 
the hearts of men. He appeals to the hearts of men for love in return 
for His love. He desires to reign over all men’s hearts. He desires 
the submission of their understanding to the authority of God. The 
commandments which He lays down for our observance are the way, 
the only way, to His eternal Kingdom, and although this way may seem 
rough and thorny, He encourages us, saying: “My yoke is sweet and 
My burden light.” He supplies the means, He gives us grace to serve 
Him as loyal subjects if we only love Him with a great and generous 
love, and abandon ourselves to His loving and paternal care, as trusting 
children. 

In many homes the world over, the image of the Sacred Heart has 
been enthroned to proclaim this Kingship of Christ over the families 
living therein. Such homes are the Bethanies where Our Lord finds 
sweet welcome and service among His true friends; they are the new 
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Nazareths, where the members of the family are intent on copying the 
life of the Holy Family. They make the Kingship of Christ a living 
reality, and fulfil the express wish of the Sacred Heart to reign in the 
homes of men. In return, they experience the fulfilment of the Prom- 
ises of the Sacred Heart: “I will give peace to their families” — “I 
will bless the houses wherein the image of My Sacred Heart is exposed 
and honored.” 

The Enthronement helps in the sanctification of the family by 
establishing a close union between the Tabernacle in the church and 
the tabernacle of the home. It promotes the frequentation of the sacra- 
ments and fervent prayer. It leads to a true love for Holy Mass and 
encourages reparation through the Holy Hour and nocturnal adoration. 
It incites to acts of virtue. The Enthronement is a consecration of every 
moment and every hour to the Sacred Heart. It constitutes a state of 
life in which the precepts of the Gospel become the abiding law of the 
home over which the Sacred Heart is King. Thus the Heart of Jesus 
becomes the Center from whence radiates a Divine peace which must 
unite all in the bond of charity. 


There is no means of sanctification more efficacious than that of 
imitating the life of the Holy Family. How devoutly they prayed; how 
kindly and lovingly they treated one another; how readily they sacri- 
ficed themselves in daily duties! St. Joseph had to work hard to keep 
his loved ones from want, to provide for their necessities; yet never a 
word of complaint escaped his lips. He often met with hard words, 
fault-finding and even insults from discontented customers, but he bore 
all in silence and offered everything to God. 


Mary, too, toiled hard from morning till night, attending to her 
household duties, which we may perhaps think were so unbefitting to 
the Mother of God made man. But she was so humble, so simple, so 
unassuming in her great dignity; hers was such an unconscious sanc- 
tity. She did all in her power to make home life happy, peaceful and 
joyous for her loved ones, and, however weary, was always ready to 
welcome them home at night with a sweet, tender smile and loving 
words. 

In Jesus, the Divine Child, is found a wonderful example of hu- 
mility and obedience. What a model for children to imitate, and how 
they please Him when they try to help their parents, as far as possible, 
and humbly submit to their wishes or their orders! 

The approval of heaven on the Enthronement is attested by super- 
natural results revealing an incalculable abundance of wonderful graces, 
re-christianizing families, and often bringing with it the conversion 
of a member of the family spiritually dead. May the King of Love 
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hasten the hour when all Catholic homes will belong to this great family 
of the Sacred Heart, so that all may be united in the bonds of peace 
and love, and all may become beacon lights to souls wandering in the 
darkness of sin and unbelief! Our Lord has said, “I shall conquer in 
spite of all My enemies and of those who oppose Me.” Each home into 
which He is welcomed and installed as King contributes to the social 
recognition of the sovereignty of the Sacred Heart. Each is preparing 
for the final triumph of the Conqueror of souls, “Whose Heart shall 
win victory by Its mercy!” 


The Promises of Our Lord to St. Margaret Mary to Souls 
Devoted to His Sacred Heart 


Consecrated families will find encouragement and a stimulus to 
their devotion in recalling the wonderful promises made by Jesus to 
souls who honor His Divine Heart, and will be led to strive, through 
prayer, reparation and action, to extend His Kingdom. These are His 
sacred words to St. Margaret Mary: 


1. I will give them all the graces necessary for their state of life. 


2. I will establish peace in their families. 

3. I will bless every house in which a picture of My Heart shall be 
exposed and honored. 

4. I will console them in all their afflictions. 

5. I will be their secure refuge during life and above all at the hour 
of death. 

6. I will bestow great blessings upon all their undertakings. 

7. Sinners shall find in My Heart an infinite Source and Ocean of 
Mercy. 

8. Tepid souls shall grow fervent. 

9. Fervent souls shall rise speedily to great perfection. 

10. I will give to priests the gift of touching the mest hardened 
hearts. 

11. Those who propagate this devotion shall have their names 
written in My Heart, never to be blotted out. 

12. I promise in the excessive mercy of My Heart that My all-power- 
ful Love will grant to those who communicate on the First Friday of 
nine consecutive months the grace of final penitence; they shall not 
die in My displeasure, nor without their sacraments; My Divine Heart 
shall be their safe Refuge in this last moment. 
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The King of Love 


Crosses Our Threshold 
he 


\ODAY we had one of our dreams realised, for, ever since we 
were married four years ago, we have looked forward to this 
beautiful event, the day when we could have the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in our own home. I have witnessed this 

ceremony time and again. We have had it performed in our parents’ 
home; as a member of the Secretariate of the Social Reign of the Sa- 
cred Heart, I have, during these nine years, spent my time explaining 
this Apostolate of Love, succeeding in having Him enthroned in many 
homes, but never did it seem so real and touching, never did I realize 
its wonderful meaning as I did today. 


Yes, today we had the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in our 
home, this latest manifestation of love which outshines and eclipses 
every token of homage hitherto rendered to the Divine Heart. Early 
in the morning, my husband and I went to Holy Communion, for this 
is the most fitting preparation for the coming of the King of Love. 
Then, hastening home, we set up the little altar where His image was 
to be placed. We decorated it with flowers and lights, adding every 
little thing we could think of to make that corner in our living room a 
worthy sanctuary for our Divine King and Friend. Indeed, we spared 
no effort to prepare our hearts and home for His coming and to make 
the reception most fitting for our Royal Guest. 


Then the longed-for hour came. In the presence of the Priest,* we 
made the solemn Act of Consecration, by which we promised to make 
our home a shrine of love and reparation. As head of the family, my 
husband took the blessed image of the Sacred Heart into his hands 
and then handed it to me; and together we placed it on the altar pre- 
pared, thus publicly confirming the intention of the Enthronement — 
the solemn and official recognition of Jesus as Head and Master of the 
house. 


The Priest then gave a short but inspired speech. He emphasized 
that the doctrine of loving confidence is one of the most striking traits 
of the Enthronement. Want of confidence is the most dangerous of 





*The presence of a priest is no longer essential to the ceremony 
of the Enthronement, but it is most desirable and praiseworthy to 
have a priest present when possible. 
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faults and deeply wounds Jesus, because trust is the logical consequence 
of love. 


While the hymn to the Sacred Heart was being sung, we signed 
the Family Document. This is the contract of love and submission, 
the permanent and irrevocable will and testament which we placed at 
the feet of Our Lord today, at the Enthronement. It will be binding 
forever on our word of honor; it will be our duty to remain loyal to 
our protestations until death. 


The ceremony over, our home has become another Bethany. We 
have Jesus in our midst, and with Him we feel safe. We have re- 
newed courage and confidence to face everything that life may have in 
store for us. There will be times of joy and laughter, yet we know 
that no family is exempt from sickness and grief, from anguish and 
anxiety, from sorrow and tears; so, whenever these trials are ours, we 
will not lose hope, we will not despair. And surely there will be much 
happiness ahead of us. Our home is founded on solid rock and our 
hearts are consecrated to Him, the Model of all lovers. And it is only 
when love is founded on this rock that it can hope to endure and be 
permanent in a changeable world. 


Times may be hard, but we fear not. We know we have the life- 
belt at our feet. We have only to grasp the instrument of safety and 
insure our lives from destruction. Jesus stood at our door and knocked, 
and through the Enthronement we have let Him in and given Him the 
place of honor that is His by right. If we remain faithful and loyal 
to the spirit of the Enthronement, we can rightfully expect to partici- 
pate in the special protection and promises of His Sacred Heart; and 
there will be a most bountiful outpouring of graces and gifts, graces 
necessary for us in all the changing circumstances of our family life. 
Beneath our roof, be it ever so lowly, Christ will reign; and our house- 
hold will then be the living image of that home wherein Jesus Himself 
dwelt during His sojourn amongst men. 


“Heart of Jesus, Heart of our God, reveal Thyself to us with all 
Thy tender kindness. Draw our souls sweetly but irresistibly to Thee. 
Thou who didst become obedient until death, teach us obedience and 
fidelity to Thy Laws. Thou who didst love us unto death, make our 
love strong and enduring. Thou who didst drink the chalice to the 
very dregs, teach us how to suffer joyfully. Keep us in Thy Sacred 
Heart, shelter us there from all dangers, let It be our impregnable 
fortress where we may await God’s just judgments. Let us breathe our 
last sigh there. Then death will only be a falling asleep, followed by 
the awakening in Heaven, our Eternal Home.” R.E.F. 
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God Hath Given His Angels 


Charge over Thee 
tte 


N the ever-recurring feasts of the year, Holy Church reminds us 
of truths which play an important part in our eternal destiny. The 
feast of the Guardian Angels, October 2, recalls such a truth, while 
it again puts before us the honor, love and gratitude we owe the 

holy Angels for their constant protection and assistance. Men are re- 
luctant to accept things they cannot see, and it is not surprising that 
this reluctance should extend to the operations of the Angels, since 
these heavenly beings are spirits without material and external char- 
acteristics. But we can be certain of their existence and know some- 
thing of their activities, because these things are Divinely revealed in 
Holy Scripture. That they are our helpers and protectors is clearly 
shown by countless texts of Holy Writ. 

God in His providence watches carefully over all creation, but He 
wills to share with His creatures His beneficent activities, and so He 
has entrusted to the holy Angels some of the care of the material world. 
To the Guardian Angels He has given the charge of human beings. It 
is not at baptism, but at birth, that a child is entrusted to the keeping 
of an Angel. The unbaptized infant shares this Divine provision with 
the baptized, because the spirit protection of the human race belongs 
to nature itself, as God has ordained it. Therefore, not only Christians, 
but pagans also, have Guardian Angels. 

The protection and care of the Guardian Angels is constant, all- 
pervading, and the most permanent element in the preservation of the 
human race, whether an individual knows it or not. This influence 
can be increased by prayer and devotion to the Guardian Angels, but 
in itself it is something natural and normal. 

There have been special cases of miraculous intervention on the 
part of the Angels, as, for instance, when St. Peter was liberated from 
prison. But the ordinary protection of the Angels is not miraculous. 
St. Thomas tells us that the Angels exert their greatest influence in 
the illumination of men’s minds. It is certainly a matter of importance 
that our mind be enlightened so that we may know and follow the will 
of God. Our Angel speaks to us through the voice of conscience. 

Just how much help we receive from the Angels towards attaining 
the goal of heaven, we can never know, but we do know that this help 
plays an important part in our salvation. Dom Anscar Vonier, 0.S.B., 
in a treatise on the Angels, mentions some incidents which illustrate 
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that the three little seers of Fatima were taught to pray and were given Holy 
‘Communion by the Guardian Angel of Portugal. 
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their activities and assid- 
uous attentions in behalf 
of their proteges. Saint 
Isidore, the farmer, is 
pictured as being helped 
in his labors by Angels. 
An Angel girded the loins 
of St. Thomas Aquinas 
with a mysterious cinc- 
ture of perfect chastity. 
St. Frances of Rome was 
favored with an almost 
constant vision of her 
Guardian Angel. Saint 
Teresa saw Angels carry- 
ing, as in triumph, the 
virginal body of one of 
her departed nuns. Saint 
Stanislaus Kostka, who 
was held captive in the 
house of a heretic in 
Vienna, received Viati- 
cum at the hands of an 
Angel. An Angel is pic- 
tured as bringing a lump 
of sugar to Saint Philip 
Neri, thus making it pos- 
sible for the saint to be 
given some medicine of 
which he was sorely in 
need. How faithful and 
devoted these saints must 
have been to the Angels 
to merit such tender so- 
licitude! We are told also 
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The Angels are our special defenders against the evil spirits. What 
struggles are waged between the devils and souls we shall never know 
in this world. Now and then we gain a faint hint of the intensity of 
that struggle when the state of some soul is revealed. We can only 
wonder that souls are not crushed by the overwhelming power of evil. 
The odds in the battle are so uneven — weak man against a far more 
powerful spirit, a creature of a far higher nature. But it is precisely 
in this struggle that the Guardian Angels perform their most important 
office. They defend us, they fight for us, and that to a great extent 
without our knowledge. The mission of the Guardian Angel is essen- 
tially that of protecting a lower being. It is a trust he has received 
from God, and the Angel is responsible to the Heavenly Father for the 
full discharge of that trust. 

The Angels are also our models in God’s service. Like the Angels, 
who keep their attention fixed on God in the midst of all their activ- 
ities, we should try to keep the eyes of our soul turned heavenward by 
a good intention and by the frequent consideration of spiritual things. 
The Angels are ceaselessly engaged in praising God, and when we 
assemble in our churches to offer homage and praise to God, we do 
so, as the Psalmist says, “in the sight of the Angels.” 


We ought to be conscious of our dignity and of our equality with 
the Angels through grace, and place special confidence in the power of 
our heavenly Guardian to protect us against evil. We should endeavor, 
likewise, to imitate the Angels by leading an angelic life —a life of 
freedom from sin and of fidelity and zeal in the praise and service of 
God. Then we may look forward with the firm hope of one day sharing 
in their glory in heaven, and of being presented by them before the 
Throne of God when our soul takes its flight from this earth. Then 
will be fulfilled the beautiful prayer of Holy Mother Church in the 
burial service of her children: “Jn paradisum deducant te Angeli... 
May the holy Angels lead thee into paradise.” Then we shall be re- 
ceived by the choirs of Angels into the abode of eternal rest, and we 
shall be associated with these glorious inhabitants of heaven in eternal 
fellowship. 


wt 


You find a GREEN ARROW on the wrapper of your magazine, it 
means your subscription is ABOUT TO EXPIRE or HAS ALREADY 
EXPIRED. We deeply appreciate the kind co-operation of our sub- 
scibers in sending in their renewals promptly. May God bless you! 
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The Spiritual Mission of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


“a= 
OT the least of the apostolates to which “Tabernacle and Purga- 


tory” has been devoted is to foster in its readers a love for the 

liturgical and devotional life of the Church. In the course of 

the years, the magazine has gradually adapted its program to 
the calendar of the Church, following a sort of “pattern” in its range 
of subjects from month to month, so as to provide instruction and de- 
votional guidance for the observance of the feasts and liturgical seasons 
as they occur. Thus, at the beginning of Advent and Lent, articles are 
presented to foster in the readers the spirit of these holy seasons, so 
that they may be helped toward a better understanding and a more 
fruitful observance of them; and that by so living in closer union with 
the Church, they may also merit a greater share of her graces and 
blessings. 

The same is true of all the important feasts of the year — Christ- 
mas, New Year’s, Epiphany, Easter, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Corpus 
Christi, Sacred Heart, and all the major feasts of Our Lord and His 
Blessed Mother, as well as All Saints, All Souls, and others. 


For this reason, many of our readers preserve their copies from 
year to year, and so find ready material at hand to stimulate their de- 
votion for the occurring feasts, so that they may be able to live more 
fully the Christian life in conformity with the mind of the Church. In 
this respect the copies of the magazines have a perennial appeal, for 
they deal mostly with the timeless matters of eternity and the issues 
are never “out of date.” As one reader expressed it, when writing for 
some back copies: “Even the oldest copies will suffice, because religious 
reading like “Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is always timely, like Mother 
Church.” And another writes: “I have all the copies for twenty years, 
and a number of copies back to 1919. This collection is really a 
treasure of spiritual reading, and I go back over the old numbers again 
and again.” 

Letters of appreciation from many subscribers have expressed grat- 
itude for help and inspiration received in this regard. When such 
letters bear the signature of a Priest, they are doubly encouraging. 
One such letter states: “In the near future I hope to send im more sub- 
scriptions. Your magazine brings out the wonderful meaning of the 
Church year with all its beautiful feasts. It helps: one to re-live these 
various cycles and to grow in the knowledge and love of God.” And 
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another: “I have found that this magazine is always filled with the 
most profound fruits of meditation on the liturgy, and I know it will be 
indispensable for sermon material, as well as for meditation. May your 
work prosper and grow.” — Still another writes: “Please renew my 
subscription to your magazine. It is helpful in reminding us of the 
spirit of the feasts and mysteries of the liturgical year.” 


From lay persons we quote the following: “ “Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory’ has brought me to a deeper appreciation of the beautiful Lit- 
urgy of the Church.” — “I do enjoy reading this magazine on Chris- 
tian life and worship and reflections on the Gospels, as well as for 
spiritual reading and meditation. Thoughtful reading of this magazine 
fills me with renewed appreciation of the sublime beauties of the 
Church.” — “I certainly have enjoyed reading the very interesting 
articles about our Savior and our Blessed Mother. They are so up- 
lifting and good for the soul, and seem to keep right up with the season 
throughout the Church Year.” — “We are progressing in the Liturgy, 
no little thanks to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ It has been my text 
book since it first came to me.” — “By reading your magazine, the 
Church year means much more to me.” 


Converts, especially, appreciate this phase of the magazine, and 
in selecting a gift for them, a subscription to “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” would doubtless be very acceptable. But every Catholic needs 
to have a constant stimulus for his faith and devotion, and there can 
be no better stimulus than the written word which presents the message 
clearly and attractively, and can be referred to again and again. With 
this thought in mind, we renew our appeal for new subscribers, in the 
hope that our subscription list will be doubled during this Golden 
Jubilee year. We wish to thank our kind subscribers who are helping 
us toward this end, and to assure them of our special prayers of grati- 
tude. We are especially grateful to the one who really astounded us 
a short while ago by sending $25.00 for a year’s subscription, and to 
another who sent five dollars for a two-year subscription, saying he 
was setting his own personal price. 


As a PREMIUM for each NEW subscription during OCTOBER, 
we offer a SCHEYERN CROSS, touched to a relic of the True Cross; 
OR a JUBILEE MEDAL OF ST. BENEDICT. For 5 NEW subscrip- 
tions, an attractive and durable Rosary, made from olive-wood beads 
obtained from the Holy Land. Please mention which premium is de- 
sired, and whether it is to be sent to the person receiving the subscrip- 
tion, or to the writer of the letter. 
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For Seventy-Six Years, 
A Eucharistic Light Guard 


—- 


OUR score and ten years is a life-span granted to comparatively 
few people, but the necrology of our Congregation of Benedic- 
tine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, now lists 
seven members who died at the ripe age of ninety years and 

over —all of them, except one, within the twelve-month period from 
May, 1953 to July, 1954. The last to die was our venerated Sister 
M. Mechtilde, who entered eternal life on July 29th at the age of 94 
years, in the 76th year of her religious profession. Because of the his- 
toric significance of her life and death, we draw aside our accustomed 
“veil of silence,” to offer her this little tribute in the pages of “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.” 

With Sister’s passing, the angel of death severed the last precious 
link binding our Congregation with its earliest beginnings; for Sister 
was the last surviving member who had been received as a postulant 
by our foundress herself, Mother M. Anselma Felber. It was in the 
year 1877, at the age of seventeen, that she entered the little convent 
which was destined to be the cradle of our Congregation of Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in the United States. This convent had 
been founded but two years previously by three Benedictine Sisters 
from the Alpine Shrine of Maria Rickenbach in Switzerland, who had 
been commissioned to establish a convent of Perpetual Adoration in 
the United States. 

As one of the pioneers, Sister M. Mechtilde shared in the struggles, 
privations and hard physical labors which were the portion of all those 
who undertook works of this kind in those early days when America 
was still a mission country. But the spirit of fortitude, self-sacrifice 
and optimism of these pioneers triumphed over all obstacles; and, 
thanks to their courage and tenacity of purpose, the seeds of their sow- 
ing took deep root and have brought forth a bountiful harvest. 


Soon after her religious profession, which took place on her 19th 
birthday (June 10, 1879), Sister M. Mechtilde was appointed to the 
work of teaching in one of the neighboring country schools — a work 
which was to be hers for many years. Many were the interesting ex- 
periences she could relate in later years about those “good old days” 
when she rode the convent pony to and from school, or walked across 
the fields to take charge of her classes after having already performed 
at the convent what most of us would consider a hard day’s work. 
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Her official assignment of Adoration was usually from 3 to 4 
o’clock in the morning. After that, in winter time, she would build 
the fires in small wood stoves in various parts of the convent. After 
a brief period of rest, she would assist at Holy Mass and the morning 
Hours of the Little Office, take a hurried breakfast, attend to other 
duties, and then leave for school. After school hours she was again 
busied with various tasks till a late hour in the evening. The living 
and sleeping quarters were crowded, uncomfortable and inconvenient, 
and the food rations usually scanty and of poor quality. But such is 
the mould in which strong characters are cast — characters capable 
of generous sacrifice and self-forgetfulness in God’s service. That it 
was also the mould of strong physiques seems to be borne out by the 
long lives which most of them enjoyed. 


Not only did Sister M. Mechtilde witness the growth of our Con- 
gregation from a tiny mustard seed to a sturdy tree, spreading its 
branches into four other dioceses, but she witnessed also the corres- 
ponding development of our country and its material progress. This 
progress was reflected in the evolution of travel from horse and buggy 
days to the high-powered motor car and the streamlined train speeding 
over an artery of paved highways and steel railroads, and the powerful 
airliner crossing the country in less time than one could travel a dis- 
tance of sixty miles in those olden days. 


But within the quiet cloister, Sister M. Mechtilde and her com- 
panions were not concerned with the material progress of the country 
nor that of the world. Their interests were directed to higher things — 
their thoughts fixed on a loftier goal. They had consecrated their 
lives to God’s service, and specifically to the Perpetual Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. So, while responding to the urgent call for reli- 
gious teachers to instil the spirit of Catholicism in the growing genera- 
tion of the mission territory of Missouri, they kept their hearts and 
minds steadfastly fixed upon the end for which their convent had been 
established in America — the unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sac- 
rament. Thanks to their unswerving fidelity, this goal was ever kept 
uppermost and has been faithfully adhered to as the primary occupa- 
tion of the Congregation. And God has blessed the work and granted 
it a growth that has been almost phenomenal. The tiny flame of per- 
petual adoration, lighted and guarded with so much care in that little 
sanctuary on Missouri’s bleak prairies, and fed through the years with 
the oil of prayer, labor, suffering and sacrifice, has since spread its 
fire to four other sanctuaries, and has kindled the flame of Eucharistic 
love in countless souls. For seventy-six years this Eucharistic flame 
has been kept alight at the Motherhouse in Clyde; and at the three 
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branchhouses in Mundelein, Tucson, and Kansas City, for a combined 
total of fifty-five years, with San Diego adding its mite of six months 
from the date of its opening in March. 


Sister M. Mechtilde had the privilege not only of celebrating her 
Silver, Golden, and Diamond Jubilees (the latter usually reckoned at 
60 years), but also the 75th anniversary of her religious profession — 
the real Diamond Jubilee. The latter fell on her 94th birthday, about 
seven weeks before her death. Up to about four years ago, Sister was 
in remarkably good health for one of her age. Her mind was still alert, 
and her memory exceptional. Significantly she was the chronicler of 
our Congregation from its earliest years through its first half century. 
With sparse information at hand, for in those early years there was not 
much thought of preserving a written record of events, Sister pains- 
takingly gathered up all the information possible, aided by her own 
remarkable memory. To her patient and persevering efforts our com- 
munity owes the treasured record of its history, with those many little 
intimate details of community life which make the past a living link 
with the present and help to keep alive the spirit that animated the 
founders. 

In the prolonged period of her last illness, dating from an accident 
four years ago which rendered her bedfast most of the time, Sister’s 
spirit of prayer manifested itself with increasing intensity. Despite 
physical sufferings and the discomforts of sickness and old age, she 
was faithful to her daily hour of adoration almost to the very last, 
being careful to time it always with the praying of Vespers by the com- 
munity in the adoration chapel. The rosary was her constant com- 
panion, and her invocations of the Holy Trinity, the Blessed Virgin 
and the Blessed Sacrament were continuous. Even in the last days 
of her life, when her strength was rapidly failing and she suffered 
much, it was edifying to hear her repeat her favorite invocation to the 
Holy Trinity: “O Holy Father, 0 Holy Son, O Holy Spirit, Three in 
One. I praise Thee, I thank Thee, I adore Thee, I love Thee.” Thus 
the incense of prayer burned out only with the flickering flame of her 
life. As the hours closed in and it was evident that the end was near, 
the Sisters kneeling around her bedside repeated in her name the Eucha- 
ristic invocation: “O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament Divine, all 
praise and all thanksgiving, be every moment Thine!” It was while 
they prayed thus that the Divine Bridegroom, so long and eagerly 
awaited, stooped down to claim His faithful bride, and it is our hope 
that she now adores in unveiled vision Him whom she so faithfully 
adored beneath the Eucharistic veils here below. 


It is interesting to note that our seven nonogenarians, combined, 
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spent about 500 years in God’s service. If these years were extended 
in single succession, they would go back to some thirty-eight years be- 
fore Columbus discovered America. Figuring an average of four hours 
of prayer each day (which is a conservative estimate), they would 
total 730,000 hours spent in the worship of God. We know of course 
that with God it is quality and not quantity that counts; but we dare 
believe that these hours were weighted with the gold of Divine love, 
and hope that in the balance of eternity they were the purchase price 
of many souls. 
An Open Invitation 

With the extension of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration into 
five dioceses, and many other Bishops requesting foundations, we have 
great need of many more vocations to staff our present and future con- 
vents. Surely there are many young Catholic girls who would find 
their happiness in our semi-cloistered life, feeling attracted neither to 
a so-called active order, nor to one that is strictly cloistered. Not that 
our life is not active in the sense of performing both physical and men- 
tal labors of many kinds; but these labors are such as can be performed 
in the seclusion of our own convents and do not require mingling with 
the world. In our varied activities, talents and training of every kind 
are useful. The chief requisites for admission are sound health of 
mind and body; a sane, practical spiritual outlook; freedom from im- 
pediments; and a desire to serve God in a life of prayer and work 
under the Benedictine Rule. 

Young ladies who may be interested (preferably between the ages 
of 16 and 28) are invited to write for further information. Persons 
not eligible for membership are invited to pray that God may send 
many and fervent souls to carry on our Eucharistic apostolate. 


“Think of Me and I Will Think of You” 


These words, spoken by Our Lord to St. Catherine of Siena, apply 
to each one of us. If we devote ourselves sincerely to His interests, He 
will in turn provide for our needs. 

THINK OF HIM when you make your WILL, and you will find 
that He has thought of you, when you appear before His judgment seat 
to receive your reward. Among the many works of charity and zeal 
you might choose to remember, may we suggest our own Sanctuaries 
of Perpetual Adoration? A bequest made on behalf of the “Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organ- 
ized and existing under the laws of the State of Missouri,” will pro- 
mote both His interests and yours for time and eternity. 
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The Saints Teach Us Charity for the 
Souls in Purgatory 


“- 


NE day a Pharisee questioned Our Lord, “Master, which is the 
greatest commandment of the Law?” Jesus answered: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul, and with all thy mind. This is the greatest and the 

first commandment. And the second is like to this: Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” According to this teaching of Christ, the 
whole life of the soul consists in the love of God and of all mankind 
for His sake. The Beloved Disciple emphasizes this teaching, that the 
highest point of Christian perfection consists in charity. The abridge- 
ment of the Decalogue, the epitome of the whole Bible, the quintessence 
of all virtues, is finally reduced to this sole point of Divine Love. 


Fraternal charity, or the love of our neighbor, comes next to the 
love of God, and upon these two loves, as upon the two poles of the 
world, moves the heaven of all perfections. They are the two angels 
that keep sentinel at the gates of paradise. They are the two eyes of 
the spouse of the soul, which wound, as it were, the Heart of God and 
pierce It so deeply that He cries out in the Canticle of Canticles: “Thou 
hast wounded My Heart, My beloved!” Yes, so powerful are the charms 
of heavenly charity that they steal away the Heart of God! 


The more power the love of God has in a soul, the greater will 
be the fraternal charity which fills it. The more a person loves God, 
the more he loves and desires to help others. On the other hand, to 
suppose that one loves God without doing all one is able to assist 
others in the way of charity, is to fool oneself. If anyone would know 
how much he loves God, let him consider with what degree of charity 
he is wont to serve his neighbor; otherwise, his charity is not fire, 
but smoke; his affections are not Divine love, but empty air, or a mere 
natural love, or, in a word, self-love, an empty shadow or fantastical 
appearance of Divine love. 

The saints have striven to fulfil the commandment of charity in 
its farthest reaches, imitating Christ Himself therein. Their charity 
embraced all, even the most abject. Hence, it reached out with the 
greatest compassion to the souls in purgatory, whose pains cannot be 
compared to any torment on earth, and who are so helpless, and yet 
so needy. Amongst all the acts of fraternal charity or works of mercy, 
the most sublime, the most pure and the most advantageous is that 
exercised towards the souls in purgatory. 
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St. Vincent de Paul, who passed his days and nights in tending 
the sick and wretched, took a great interest in the souls in purgatory. 
He called them “the suffering members of Jesus Christ, the poor help- 
less ones,” and poured out abundantly on them his prayers and good 
works. He often exhorted his friends to have a particular devotion 
to the holy souls, and frequently offered the Holy Sacrifice for them, 
adding to it many prayers and mortifications. He bade his priests 
do the same, and especially to celebrate Holy Mass frequently for the 
souls detained the longest in purgatory, and who have no one to pray 
for them. 


Father Damien, the Apostle of the lepers, was also remarkable for 
his great charity for the holy souls. After a day spent in the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy towards his dear lepers, when the hour 
of retiring came and nature invited him to sweet sleep, he would take 
out his beads and wend his way through the huts to the cemetery where 
reposed the bodies of the dead. There, on bended knees, he would 
pray for hours together for the repose of the forgotten souls of these 
outcasts of society. This brave priest was probably the only one who 
remembered in his prayers the souls of the poor lepers. His charity, 
so loving in life, was faithful in death, following them to the grave and 
even to the throne of God, in whose sight the perfume of his prayers 
and supplications ascended as a sweet incense. 


In comparing Father Damien and St. Vincent de Paul, we find a 
striking resemblance between them in their mutual devotion to the out- 
casts on earth and the abandoned souls in purgatory. 


Among countless other saints devoted to the souls in purgatory 
was the Cure of Ars, who gave largely of his limited means to assist the 
souls in purgatory, often depriving himself of the bare necessaries of 
life. In thought, he used to divide into three parts his labors, alms 
and sufferings; the first he offered up for his own sins, the second for 
those of sinners, and the third for the souls in purgatory. He asked 
God to let him endure some pain during the day for the conversion 
of the wicked, and during the night for the deliverance of some poor 
soul from the cleansing flames of purgatory. “If we only knew how 
powerful these dear souls are with God,” he would exclaim, “and how 
many graces we might obtain through their intercession, we should 
never forget them. Pray, my friends, pray a great deal for them, and 
they will do the same for you.” 


“One of the holiest works, one of the best exercises of piety that 
we can practice in this world, is to offer sacrifices, alms, and prayers 
for the dead,” declared St. Augustine. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
itt 


VEYBODY likes a story, dear Little Lovers, but especially young 

people. “Tell us a story,” is a request that all fathers and 

_4 mothers soon get used to. We wonder, though, if you have 

ever thought about the beautiful story that Our Blessed Lady 

tells us every time we pray the Rosary? It is the true and wondrous 

story of her own Divine Son, Jesus. Yes, each time we let the beads 

slip lovingly through our fingers, and really think of what we are say- 

ing, Mary tells us again of the life, the sorrows and the joys of our 
Savior. 

Of course, if we just pray the Rosary without paying any atten- 
tion to what we are saying, mechanically repeating the Our Fathers and 
Hail Marys one after another, Our Blessed Mother cannot tell us this 
sacred story, because we are not listening. Just think how sad that 
must make her! For, instead of following Jesus from the stable at 
Bethlehem to Nazareth and then to the temple in Jerusalem; instead of 
going with Him to the garden of Olives and up the hill of Calvary and 
standing beside His Cross; instead of watching Him appear to the 
Apostles after His Resurrection, and ascend triumphantly into Heaven; 
instead of feeling the fire and wind of the Holy Spirit’s descent, what 
are we doing? We are remaining in a dreamy, dull way on earth, 
praying the beads only with our lips, not with our minds and souls. 
Isn’t it sad to think of what we are missing? 


So, then, dear Little Lovers, let us make up our minds during this 
month of October, which is the month of the Holy Rosary, to pray 
our beads with a great deal of love and attention. Let us ask Mary, 
the Queen of the Rosary, to help us. She likes nothing better than to 
hear us pray it, lovingly remembering at each Hail Mary the joy or 
sorrow she experienced at this particular mystery. And as we say 
the Joyful Mysteries on Mondays and Thursdays, the Sorrowful Mys- 
teries on Tuesdays and Fridays, and the Glorious Mysteries on Wednes- 
days, Saturdays and Sundays, our Blessed Mother will carefully and 
tenderly gather up our prayers and bring them to her Son, to show Him 
that Their beautiful Love-story is still remembered by His children. 


PRACTICE: Try to pray your beads with special devotion during 
October. Perhaps you could encourage some of your friends to form 
a little group to recite the Rosary together after school in honor of 
our Blessed Mother’s month and Year. 

ASPIRATION: Mary, Queen of the Rosary, obtain peace for the 
world. 
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The Princess 


ANTING from her quick climb up the hill, Rachel threw herself 
on the grass to catch her breath. Her cheeks were scarlet and 
her brown hair tumbled about her face. It was good to be up here alone 
in the wind and sun. It was good to get away for a few minutes from 
the crowded little house in the valley, from the noisy games and squab- 
bles of her brothers and sisters. It was good just to lie here and dream, 
with the sun warm on her back. Rolling over, she linked her hands 
behind her head, and closed her eyes for her favorite game of make- 
believe. In it she was a princess in a blue and silver gown, with dia- 
monds in her hair, and jewelled slippers, living in a stately palace, with 
servants to carry out her every wish... 

The sudden sound of footsteps in the grass made Rachel sit up 
hastily, blinking her eyes in the strong sun. Then she gasped, half- 
thinking she was still dreaming; for a lady was standing beside her — 
a lady, tall and graceful in a soft blue gown. She stooped over Rachel, 
concern in her voice as she asked: “Are you all right? You were lying 
so still, I was afraid you might be hurt.” Rachel shook her head, sur- 
prise holding her speechless. This lady was surely her dream come 
true, so lovely was she with her large eyes and her dark hair, half- 
hidden under the blue veil. Looking closer, Rachel saw that her gown 
was very plain, and that she had no jewels, while her sandals were 
such as all the country folk round about wore. “But I’m sure she’s a 


9? 


princess,” she thought to herself, “she looks just like one! 


The lady seated herself on a large moss-covered stone and glanced 
around: “This is a fine place for dreaming,” she said, in a voice that 
Rachel thought the most musical she had ever heard; “no wonder you 
like to come up here to enjoy the wind blowing in the trees and the sun- 
light and the blue sky.” Rachel nodded shyly: “Yes, it is pretty, and 
I like it ’cause it’s different from the valley; down there, everything’s 
so crowded — you can’t hear the wind or see the sky from the houses.” 


“Do you live in the valley?” the lady asked, her eyes on Rachel’s 
face. There was such understanding and sympathy in her look that 
the little girl forgot to be shy and was soon sitting beside her, pointing 
out her home in the valley, and telling all about her family; about her 
mother who had to work so hard, cooking and cleaning for the seven 
little brothers and sisters; about her father who was a shepherd away 
in the hills and about her own dreams of a princess in a palace. “But 
I’m the oldest,” she finished, “so I help Mamma, and I guess I should 
be going home right now. I have to help with the supper and put the 
youngest ones to bed.” 

She didn’t want to go; she wanted very much to stay and talk to 
this new friend. But Mamma would be expecting her, poor Mamma, 
who had to work so much and yet never seemed to get finished. Re- 
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luctantly, Rachel stood up; but the lady had risen, too. “Let me come 
with you,” she said. “I am staying in the village for a few days with 
some friends, waiting for my son who is on a journey, and I do not 
have much to do. I would like to meet your family.” 

As she spoke, she was smoothing Rachel’s hair and tying back 
the ribbon which had fallen on the grass. “Do you really want to 
come?” Rachel asked happily. Then her face fell, and she added sadly: 
“Our house is very small and the boys are awfully noisy, and the baby 
will probably be crying...” The lady laughed merrily and took Rachel 
by the hand. “But Rachel, I lived in a small house, and had a little 
boy, and I’m used to putting a baby to bed, and cooking and patching 
clothes!” So, hand-in-hand, they went down the hill. 

When they reached the house, Rachel heard her brothers quar- 
reling loudly over their one battered wagon. Inside, the baby was 
crying lustily and the smell of frying fish hung heavily in the air. She 
glanced apologetically at her companion, who, however, did not seem 
to have noticed. She was already standing beside the boys, who caught 
sight of her and stood silently about the wagon. Stooping over, the 
lady said: “One of the wheels is coming loose, but if you hand me that 
big stone, I think we can fix it.” Soon the four of them were bent 
over the wagon, and when the lady rose to go it had been agreed that 
the boys would take turns giving each other a ride. Leaving them 
happily reconciled, Rachel took the lady inside. Her mother was stand- 
ing near the stove, the baby in one arm, trying to get the supper and 
help little Jona mend her brother’s tunic at the same time. When 
Rachel had introduced her, the lady said: “Your daughter knew I 
wanted to do something, so I hope you'll let me help just a little. It 
would be like old times to be cooking for a family again!” The mother 
protested, but she was so tired, and it would be wonderful to be able 
to sit down just once, and not worry about supper or the children. 
Almost before she knew it, Rachel and the lady had her outside in the 
tiny garden behind the house, promising just to “fold her hands” until 
they called her. Then the lady, in a borrowed apron, went quietly to 
work. She seemed to know just how to handle things, and before long, 
Rachel’s nose was twitching with all the good smells coming from the 
pots and pans. “Now, if you'll watch this for a moment and stir it 
so it doesn’t burn, I'll see if I can help Jona with that patch. My son 
used to wear a tunic like that,” the lady said, handing Rachel her ladle. 

Jona, who was very shy, looked at her in wide-eyed silence, but 
did not run away, as she usually did when visitors came. Indeed, in 
a few minutes she was leaning over the lady’s shoulder, the better to 
watch her neat handling of the difficult patch. “See,” the lady said, 
“if you turn the ends under like this and then catch it on the other side, 
it won’t show and it looks better. Now, you try.” The tip of a pink 
tongue showing between her teeth in her earnestness, Jona took up the 
tunic. The lady watched her for a few minutes, then turned to Rachel: 
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“Why, Jona is a splendid mender!” she exclaimed, “she must be a 
great help to your mother.” Jona flushed with pride, and Rachel 
thought with a twinge of how little praise this small sister received for all 
her efforts to be helpful. 

The baby, quiet for a 
few minutes in his cradle, 
began to cry again, loudly 
demanding attention. Be- 
fore Rachel could reach 
him, the lady had him 
out of the cradle and sit- 
ting on her lap. She nes- 
tled him against her heart 
and began singing a little 
lullaby song. Soon the 
tears stopped and with a 
soft purring sound of con- 
tentment, the baby was a- 
sleep, one hand caught in 
the lady’s fingers. When 
Rachel wanted to take him 
from her, the lady pro- 
tested: “Oh, no, let me 
hold him! I used to do 
this with my son when he 
was small.” And there 
were dreams of unforgot- 
ten days in her eyes. 








Later, after supper, when Rachel was walking back with her, the 
lady said gently: “You have a fine family, Rachel. God has been good 
to you.” Rachel was thoughtful and quiet for a minute before answer- 
ing. Suddenly she realized how true that was. She loved her family 
and wouldn’t have changed places with any princess in the whole wide 
world! Oh, perhaps the boys were noisy and the house was crowded 
and there was always work to be done, but there was always happiness, 
too, and love. She turned to the lady: “Thank you for this afternoon,” 
she said simply, “and thank you especially for making me see how 
really happy I am. I won’t do any more dreaming about princesses!” 
The lady smiled, “But you are a princess, Rachel, a princess of God’s 
kingdom, one He loves very much!” When they reached her house, 
Rachel stopped and put her hand on the lady’s arm: “Please tell me 
your name,” she begged, “and where you live. I want to remember 
always.” The moonlight made a shining crown of light behind the 
lady’s head, as she took Rachel’s face between her hands and answered 
softly: “My name is Mary, Rachel; we used to live in Nazareth, and I 
shall be bringing my Son to see you as soon as He comes home.. ” 


OCTOBER — 1954 191 








Little Lovers’ League 


To foster love for the Blessed Sacrament among children. 


Patroness 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Feast, May 13 
Special Patrons: 
Saint Tarsicius The Little Flower 
Feast, Aug. 15 Feast, Oct. 3 


BOYS: Eucharistic Knights. GIRLS: Eucharistic Handmaids. 


Those wishing to join must have their name enrolled and promise 
to fulfil the conditions of one of the following 


DEGREES 


(Boys) (Girls) 
1, Sanctuary Guards and Sanctuary Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive Holy 
Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament at least once a month. 
2. Perpetual Light Guards and Perpetual Light Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive Holy 
Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament once a week. 


3. Tabernacle Guards and Tabernacle Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion and 
visit the Blessed Sacrament several times weekly. 


4. Eucharistic Guards and Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament daily. 


5. Noble Eucharistic Guards and Noble Eucharistic Guardians 
Boys who in addition to fulfiling Girls who in addition to fulfiling 
the conditions of the 4th degree, the conditions of the 4th degree, 
serve Holy Mass, though they gain five members to be at least 
need not do so daily. Tabernacle Guardians. 


Besides fulfilling the conditions of one of the foregoing degrees, 
each member must be faithful in practicing the virtue and saying the 
aspiration recommended each month in Tabernacle and Purgatory. 
Little Lovers should also be devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, should 
pray to her each day to teach them to love the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
and say a Hail Mary every day for all the members of the League. 


NOTE: — Small boys who have not yet made their First Holy Com- 

munion may be enrolled as Pages; small girls, as Sentinels. 
They are expected to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and daily say the 
aspiration: ‘‘Sweet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love Thee!”’ 
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As King of hearts and homes, Christ will overcome the evils 
which threaten to engulf the world. These booklets will give you 
helpful directives for fostering the reign of Christ in your home and 
daily life. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration — This 
booklet explains the spirit, object and manner of the Enthronement of 
the Sacred Heart in the home and the graces that result, as Our Lord prom- 
ised to St. Margaret Mary: “I will bless every place where an image of My 
Heart shall be exposed and honored.” A full explanation of Night Adoration 
in the home as a means of reparation to the Sacred Heart, and how one 
may join this world-wide Crusade is treated in fifteen pages. 15¢ 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement — Heart-warming examples of 
graces received through the Enthronement, told by its founder. 15¢ 


Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour — Explains the origin and 
object of the two devotions in honor of the Sacred Heart known as the 
“Guard of Honor’ and the ‘‘Holy Hour,’ with an excellent selection of 
reflections and prayers suitable for them. 15¢ 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus — The promises of the Sacred Heart 
and many prayers and devotions in His honor, including acts of consecration, 
litanies, and the Proper of the Mass for First Fridays, ete. 15¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part 1 and 
Part 2. (Two booklets) Designed to help readers imbibe the spirit of 
feasts of Our Lord. Part 2 includes a splendid selection for the Feast 
of Christ the King. 96 pages in each booklet. Part 1 includes the feasts 
from Advent to Pentecost; Part 2, from Pentecost to Advent. 20¢ each. 
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“There will come a glori- 
ous era in which Mary will 
be the Ruler and Queen of 
Hearts.” This was the proph- 
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Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Rosary — A stirring 
account of Our Lady’s apparitions at Fatima, her appeal for devo- 
tion to the Rosary and her Immaculate Heart, her gracious prom- 
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To Jesus through Mary — A very simple and practical ex- 
planation of the true devotion to Mary which has transformed so 
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Each of the above booklets, 15¢ 
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Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for Mary’s Feasts 
Forty feasts in honor of Mary, including the October feasts of 
the Rosary, Maternity, and Purity, and De Montfort’s “True Devo- 
tion.” 128 pages. 25¢ 
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